
 

 

TOWN OF PITTSFIELD 

BROWN COUNTY, WISCONSIN 

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING TOWN ZONING ORDINANCE 

 

The Town Board of the Town of Pittsfield, with quorum present and voting, and 

having received a recommendation from the Town Plan Commission, and having conducted 

a public hearing thereon, hereby adopts the following amendments to the Town of Pittsfield 

Zoning Ordinance:  

 

Section 275-8 is amended to include the following definition of “Data Center”: 

 

Data Center: A facility, building, portion of a building, campus, or group of buildings 

whose primary or principal use is to house computer servers, network equipment, data 

storage systems, telecommunications equipment, cooling systems, backup power 

systems, electrical infrastructure, or related equipment for the storage, processing, 

management, retrieval, transmission, or distribution of digital data. A data center does 

not include ordinary computer rooms, server closets, or information technology 

equipment that is accessory and incidental to another lawful principal use and does not 

include telecommunications, cable, broadband, or utility transmission or distribution 

equipment, including small wireless facilities, pole-mounted equipment, and localized 

cabinets or nodes operated by a communications or utility provider. Data Centers are 

not a permitted use, conditional use, accessory use, or use permitted by interpretation 

in any zoning district unless expressly listed as such in this Ordinance. 

 

Section 275-18 is created to prohibit Data Centers and read:  

 

Data Centers are prohibited in all zoning districts. 

 

A. Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, Data Centers are prohibited 

as a permitted use, permitted accessory use, or conditional use in all zoning 

districts of the Town of Pittsfield, including but not limited to the R-1, R-1S, R-

2, R-3, A-1, AG-FP, B-1, I-L, and C Districts. 

 

B. No use permit, conditional use permit, or building permit shall be issued for a 

Data Center, regardless of how the proposed use is characterized in the 

application. 

 



 

 

 

 

Section 275-21 B. (6) is amended to exclude Data Centers and read:  

 

Transmission lines, substations, telephone and telegraph lines and public utility 

installments, except cable television installations, excluding Data Centers 

 

Section 275-21 C. is amended to remove quarries and sand and gravel pits as 

conditional uses and to exclude Data Centers and to read as follows: 

 

 C. Conditional uses. 

(1) Cemeteries. 

(2) Bed-and-breakfast establishments. 

(3) Cable television installation. 

(4) Public, parochial and private elementary, junior high and senior high 

schools. 

(5) Colleges and universities. 

(6) Religious institutions in the form of convents, seminaries, monasteries, 

churches, chapels, temples, synagogues, mosques, rectories, 

parsonages, and parish houses. 

(7) Athletic fields. 

(8) Dams, flowage areas and water reservoirs. 

(9) General agriculture, except that no farms shall involve greater than 500 

animal units, nor shall farms be operated for the disposal of garbage, 

rubbish, offal, or sewage. This shall not prohibit the use or disposal of 

cannery by-products or other similar vegetable matter. 

(10) Apiculture, floriculture, forestry, grazing, greenhouses, horticulture, 

nurseries, orchards, paddocks, pasturage, and truck farming. 

(11) Fire stations, police stations, post offices, and other municipal facilities 

necessary for Town operation. 

(12) Home occupations. 

(13) Artificial lakes. 



 

 

(14) Recreational sites, golf courses, tennis courts, and grounds of 

recreational clubs, nonprofit. 

(15) Communication and/or antenna towers, excluding Data Centers. The 

application for a permit for a communication and/or antenna tower 

shall be processed in accordance with the requirements of § 66.0404, 

Wis. Stats. 

(16) Two-family dwelling. 

(17) Any situation that would require a commercial kennel license. 

(18) Beekeeping. 

 

Section 275-22 B. (5) is amended to exclude Data Centers and read:  

 

Transmission lines, substations, telephone and telegraph lines and public utility 

installments, except cable television installations, excluding Data Centers 

 

Section 275-22 C. (11) is amended to exclude Data Centers and read:  

Communication and/or antenna towers, excluding Data Centers. The application for 

a permit for a communication and/or antenna tower shall be processed in accordance 

with the requirements of § 66.0404, Wis. Stats. 

 

Section 275-23 B. (5) is amended to exclude Data Centers and read: 

Transmission lines, substations, telephone and telegraph lines and public utility 

installments, except cable television installations, excluding Data Centers. 

 

Section 275-23 C. is amended to remove quarries and sand and gravel pits as 

conditional uses and to exclude Data Centers and to read as follows: 

 

C. Conditional uses. 
 

(1) Cemeteries. 
 

(2) Bed-and-breakfast establishments. 
 



 

 

(3) Cable television installation. 
 

(4) Public, parochial and private elementary, junior high and senior high 
schools. 

 

(5) Colleges and universities. 
 

(6) Religious institutions in the form of convents, seminaries, 
monasteries, churches, chapels, temples, synagogues, mosques, 
rectories, parsonages, and parish houses. 

 

(7) Fire stations, police stations, post offices, and other municipal facilities 
necessary for Town operation. 

 

(8) Home occupations. 
 

(9) Artificial lakes. 
 

(10) Recreational sites, golf courses, tennis courts, and grounds of 
recreational clubs, nonprofit. 

 

(11) Communication and/or antenna towers, excluding Data Centers. 
The application for a permit for a communication and/or antenna 
tower shall be processed in accordance with the requirements of § 
66.0404, Wis. Stats. 

 

(12) Athletic fields. 
 

(13) Dams, flowage areas and water reservoirs. 
 

(14) General agriculture, except that no farms shall involve more than 500 
animal units, nor shall farms be operated for the disposal of garbage, 
rubbish, offal, or sewage. This shall not prohibit the use or disposal 
of cannery by-products or other similar vegetable matter. 

 

(15) Apiculture, floriculture, forestry, grazing, greenhouses, horticulture, 
nurseries, orchards, paddocks, pasturage, and truck farming. 

 

(16) Two-family dwelling. 
 

(17) Any situation that would require a commercial kennel license. 
 



 

 

(18) Beekeeping. 
 

 
Section 275-24 B. (5) is amended to exclude Data Centers and read: 

Transmission lines, substations, telephone and telegraph lines and public utility 

installments, except cable television installations, excluding Data Centers. 

 

Section 275-24 C. is amended to remove quarries and sand and gravel pits as 

conditional uses and to exclude Data Centers and to read as follows: 

 

  C. Conditional uses. 
 

(1) Artificial lakes. 
 
(2) Bed-and-breakfast establishments. 

 
(3) Cemeteries. 

 
(4) Colleges and universities. 
 
(5) Public, parochial and private elementary, junior high and senior high 

schools 
 

(6) Religious institutions in the form of convents, seminaries, monasteries, 
churches, chapels, temples, synagogues, mosques, rectories, parsonages, 
and parish houses. 

 
(7) Satellite dish antennas less than 12 feet in diameter. 
 
(8) Cable television installations. 

 
(9) Day-care centers. 

 
(10) Nursery schools. 

 
(11) Nursing homes. 

 
(12) Manufactured homes and manufactured home communities. 

 

(13) Communication and/or antenna towers, excluding Data Centers. The 
application for a permit for a communication and/or antenna tower 



 

 

shall be processed in accordance with the requirements of § 66.0404, 
Wis. Stats. 

 

(14) Athletic fields. 
 

(15) Dams, flowage areas and water reservoirs. 
 

(16) Private kennels. 
 

(17) Beekeeping. 
 
 

Section 275-25 C. (15) is amended to exclude Data Centers and read: 

Communication and/or antenna towers, excluding Data Centers. The application for 
a permit for a communication and/or antenna tower shall be processed in accordance 
with the requirements of § 66.0404, Wis. Stats. 
 

Section 275-26 B. (6) is amended to exclude Data Centers and read: 

Transportation, utility, communication, or other uses that are required under state or 

federal law, excluding Data Centers,  to be located in a specific place, or that are 

authorized to be located in a specific place under a state or federal law that preempts 

the requirement of a conditional use permit for that use. 

Section 275-26 D. (3) (b) [2] is amended to exclude Data Centers and read: 

Communication uses, including cell towers, antennas and broadcast towers, excluding 

Data Centers.  

 

Section 275-27 A. is amended to exclude Data Centers and read: 

Computer and data processing services, excluding Data Centers.  

 

Offices, business, professional, and governmental, excluding Data Centers.  

 

Radio and television stations and studios, excluding Data Centers.  

 

Recording studios, excluding Data Centers.  

 

Telegraph offices, excluding Data Centers.  

 



 

 

Section 275-27 C. is amended to exclude Data Centers and read: 

Communications and/or antenna towers, excluding Data Centers (The application 

for a permit for a communication and/or antenna tower shall be processed in 

accordance with the requirements of § 66.0404, Wis. Stats.) 

 

Warehousing, noncommercial or nonindustrial, excluding Data Centers  

 

Section 275-28 A. is amended to exclude Data Centers and read: 

Electronic and scientific precision equipment, excluding Data Centers.  

Public utility and service uses, excluding Data Centers.  

Light machinery production: appliances, business machine, excluding Data Centers. 

Warehousing, storage, and distribution facilities, excluding Data Centers  

 

Section 275-28 C. is amended to exclude Data Centers and read: 

Communications and/or antenna towers, excluding Data Centers (The application 

for a permit for a communication and/or antenna tower shall be processed in 

accordance with the requirements of § 66.0404, Wis. Stats.) 

Planned industrial unit development, excluding Data Centers. 

Other manufacturing, processing, or storage uses, excluding Data Centers as 

determined acceptable by the Town Planning Commission and the Town Board. 

 

 Section 275-29 C. (6)  is amended to exclude Data Centers and read: 

  

Public facilities such as dams, power plants, underground pipelines, excluding Data 

Centers, subject to Ch. 30, Wis. Stats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

All other provisions of the Town of Pittsfield Zoning Ordinance shall remain 

in full force and effect.  

 

The Town Clerk and Town Attorney are hereby authorized and directed to 

take all action necessary to implement this Ordinance.  

 

  

Dated this ___ day of _______________, 2026.  

 

 

      Town of Pittsfield 

 

 

     By:  ________________________ 

      Scott Mielke, Town Chairperson 

 

 

 

 

Attest: ________________________ 

 Debbie Diederich, Town Clerk 

 


